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the food of that day. A third view is that he takes enough
for one year. A fourth view is that he takes his stipend,
which is his share. This last view is in accordance with
analogy, because the treasury funds are not joint property
of the Moslems in the sense in which spoils are the joint
property of the army, or the estate of the deceased is the
joint property of the heirs, for, unlike the case of spoils and
estates, should the person in question die, his heirs are not
entitled to his stipend.

According to the Hanifites,1 if a person who has a claim
on the public treasury happens to lay hands on a public
fund, he may keep it on account of his claim, so far as his
religious duties are concerned, but the imam may prevent
him from so doing, if he chooses.

(b) The other part consists of the liabilities which have
been incurred, for the genera! interest or by way of assist-
ance (irfaq)y for no consideration of value whatever. The
settlement of these liabilities is conditioned upon the exist-
ence of funds in the treasury. Consequently, when there are
funds in the treasury these liabilities must be met, and in
such case the obligation (fard) of the Moslems at large in
this respect lapses. If, however, there are no available
funds in the treasury, the liability of the treasury is ipso
facto canceled but, if the need to be met by that liability was
such that its neglect would affect the entire Moslem com-
munity, the liability becomes a fard kifayah obligation upon
all the Moslems, and ceases -to- be so only after a sufficient
number of them have met the liability. For example, the
holy war must be financed by the treasury so long as there
are funds in it, but if no funds are available, then the obli-
gation of the treasury ceases to exist by that very fact, and
the financing of the jihad becomes a duty of the Moslems

1'Alamkiriyyah, p. 269.